Friday 26™ September 2025

: v
Leadership Message ¥

What a lovely week of sunshine we’ve had—and we’re certainly @t
making the most of it while it lasts! It’s been wonderful to see
children enjoying outdoor learning, playtimes, and all the
vibrant energy that a bit of sun brings to school life.
Since our last newsletter, we’ve had a fantastic couple of
weeks filled with impressive work across the curriculum. From .
creative writing to scientific investigations, the standard of \ul
learning has been exceptional. A particular highlight was Mr N
Carroll’s visit to our reading lessons, where he observed the f
specific skills being taught. He was genuinely amazed by the ¢f
depth of vocabulary acquisition and the level of understanding /.
shown by our pupils. It was a real testament to the high
expectations and dedication within our classrooms. (3
As always, please do take a moment to read through the
important notices in this newsletter—especially our plea for
Forest School support. Your involvement makes a huge
difference, and we’re grateful for the continued enthusiasm
from our school community.
Giod Bless, Mr Carroll and Mrs Flanagan
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Announcements

Winter Uniform to be
worn from October
half term, trainers
only on PE days.

Please ensure your
child has their hair
tied up if required.

Please note, School
lunch price will soon
increase to £2.75,
from £2.70.



Stay Connected!

Stay Connected! We warmly invite all parents and carers to
follow our school’s social media channels. It’s a great way to
stay up to date with daily highlights, celebrate pupil
achievements, see snapshots of learning in action, and get
reminders about upcoming events. From Forest School
adventures to curriculum showcases, there’s always
something inspiring to see—don’t miss out!

7 St Edward's Cathcmc Prlmary and Nurs»er;ar Scho..

":‘c‘- 5t Edwards Catholic Primary and
— i Nursery Scheol (@stedwardscoleshill)

B Stay Connected with Class Dojo!

If you’re a parent or carer who doesn’t yet have access to
Class Dojo and would like to join, wed love to get you set up.
Class Dojo is a fantastic way to stay informed about your
child’s learning, receive updates from their class teacher,
and celebrate achievements big and small. To request
access, simply email admin3503@welearn365.com and well
get you connected!



https://www.facebook.com/stedscatholicprimarycoleshill/

Upcorming

Autumn Term Key Dates

30/09/2025 - Reception parents phonics workshop - 9.15am
11/11/2025 - Reception Parent Workshop - 9.15am, followed by a
short commissioning service with their Y6 Faith Friends led by Fr.Kevin.
12/11/2025 - Year 1 Parent Workshop - 9.15am

14/11/2025 - Non uniform day, whole School to bring a bottle for the
Christmas Fayre.

18/11/2025 - Year 2 Parent Workshop - 9.15am

19/11/2025 - Year 3 Parent Workshop - 9.15am , followed by Holy
Communion enrolment meeting for Parents.

21/11/2025 - Non uniform day, whole School to bring chocolate for the
Christmas Fayre.

25/11/2025- Parents Evening

25/11/2025 - Year 1 - Year 6 Panto at Belgrade Theatre (Please make
payment on ParentPay)

26/11/2025 - Year 5 Parent Workshop - 9.15am

27/11/2025 - Year 4 Parent Workshop - 9.15am

27/11/2025 - Parents Evening

02/12/2025 - Year 6 Parent Workshop - 9.15am - Confirmation
meeting for this has been cancelled due to the enrolment mass already
taking place.

09/12/2025 - EYFS Nativity - 9.15am , KS1 Nativity 10am

10/12/2025 - KS2 Carol Concert, 10.15am in the Church

11/12/2025 - EYFS Nativity- 9.15am , KS1 Nativity 10am

11/12/2025 - KS2 Carol Concert, 6pm in the Church

**Please make a note of the PTFA dates further on in the
newsletter** ’
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Celebration of the vv\rd’

This week’s assembly focused on the theme of staying close to God, ev%p Whén
life feels full of distractions. We explored the Gospel message where Jesus
reminds us of the two greatest commandments: to love God with all our heart
and to love our neighbour as ourselves. Children reflected on how everyday
distractions—like worries, busyness, or material things—can sometimes pull our
attention away from what truly matters. Through discussion and prayer, we
considered how putting God first helps us to live with kindness, compassion, and
love towards others. A beautiful reminder that when our hearts are centred on
God, we are better able to care for those around us.

Focus on God

8 Important Sacramental Dates
Confirmation Enrolment Mass - Sunday 23™ November - 10.45am

Holy Communion Enrolment Mass - Sunday 7th December - 10.45am
First Reconciliation service at Church- Sunday 8th March - 3pm
Sacrament of First Holy Communion - Saturday 6th June - 10am

Sacrament of Confirmation - Tuesday 3rd February 7pm
Year 3 Parent Workshop - 19/11/2025 - - 915am , followed by Holy Communior
enrolment meeting for Parents.
____Year 6 Parent Workshop - 02/12/2025 - 9.15am, followed by Confirmation
Wl meeting for Parents. y




This page serves as an introduction to our newly
formed GIFT Team—Girowing In Faith Together—
who will be leading and supporting the spiritual life
of our school community. In this first edition, we’re
excited to share their purpose and vision. Going
forward, the GIFT Team will keep this space updated
with reflections, activities, and celebrations that

help us grow in faith together.

MEET THE TEAM 4.;~
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OUR MISSION
Growing In Faith Together Our vision is to nurture a
school community rooted in faith, love, and service.
Through prayer, reflection, and action, the GIFT
Team will help pupils grow spiritually, celebrate our
Catholic identity, and live out Gospel values in
everyday life. Together, we aim to inspire hearts,
strengthen relationships, and deepen our
connection with God and one another.



Y PLEASE HELP!

A Foreei Cchool — We Need Your Help!
Ac we prepare to launch our Foreet School in time for Autumn 2, we're reachin
out to our wonderful echool community for cupport. While we're thrilled to hav S
new puddle euite ready for our pupile, we're ctill in need of additional recources to »ﬁ
make the experience ¢afe, enriching, and magical for everyone.
Without your help, we may etruggle to get everything in place in time. We would
be incredibly grateful for donatione of:

o Welliee (all cizee)

e Puddle cuite

o Warm coate

o Glovee and hate

e Tarpauline or waterproof covere

e Wooden pallete or erateg

e Loge or tree stumpe for ceating

e Qutdoor toole (child-eafe)

e Natural materiale for crafting (pineconee, cticke, ctone, ete.)

e Gardening toole or equipment

e OId kitchen utencile for mud kitchen play
Ctorage boxes or backete for outdoor recourcee

OUR VISION

We believe that nature providee a rich and dynamie enwronmen’r where chlldren

can explore, diccover, and grow—phycically, emotionally, cocially, and

epiritually.

Through Forect School, we aim to:

® Focter a deep connection with the natural world and an underctanding of
environmental ctewardchip

e Encourage independence, creativity, and problem-colving through hande-on,
child-led learning

e Build teamwork, communication, and empathy through collaborative outdoor g |
challengee ¢ -

’ o Qupport wellbeing by offering ¢pace for reflection, movement, and mmd{-'ul .

engagement with nature '
Enrich the curriculum by linking outdoor experiencee to key learning areac in @2
| | -

\



@ Panto Trip - Sleeping Beauty at the Belgrade
Theatre!

The countdown is on — our exciting pantomime trip is fast approaching! On
Friday 28th November, the children will be attending a performance of Sleeping
Beauty at the Belgrade Theatre in Coventry. We’ll be travelling by coach to and
from the venue, and will be enjoying the 10:15am showing.

Children are welcome to bring a small sweet treat or snack and a drink to enjoy during the
performance. Please avoid fizzy drinks and anything containing nuts.

The cost of the trip is £16, payable via ParentPay. Please log in and make your payment when
you’re able — we’re looking forward to a magical day!

EJ ParentPay
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UPDATES!

A Big Thank You to Our PTFA! Thank you to the PTFA members who met recently
with Mr Carroll and Mrs Flanagan—your time, ideas, and enthusiasm are truly
appreciated. We're delighted to confirm the following upcoming events, made

possible through your support and collaboration.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Wednesday 15" October 2025 ng

PTFA Cake Sale
Week Beginning Monday 20" October M

Pumpkin Decorating - PTFA sourcing pumpkins

Thursday 23" October

Spooky hair day! £1 to enter. For Spooky Hair Day, we're all about fun and
creativity—please avoid any offensive or frightening props such as toy
knives or anything that could cause upset, so everyone can enjoy the day
safely and happily!

Friday 5" December

Christmas Jumper Day

CHRISTMAS MOVIE EXPERIENGE

4 Christmas Movie Night - Wednesday 17th December & We're
excited to invite children to our festive Christmas Movie Night on
Wednesday 17th December! The evening will run from 3:20pm to
5:15pm and promises a cosy, fun-filled experience. Each child will

enjoy a Christmas film, delicious food, and receive a special festive
goody bag—all for £8 per child. It's the perfect way to celebrate the
season together!




Reception 2026
Applications

When can your child start school?

. ghilﬂcrjen can start school (Reception) in the September after their fourth
irthday.
« Advice and guidance on delaying or deferring your child’s start at school
is available with the information on the Compulsory School Age (CSA).

You need to apply for September 2026 if your child:
« was born between 1 September 2021 and 31 August 2022 (for a place in

Reception).

The applications process opens on 1 November 2025 and the deadline for

applymg for a Reception or Junior place is 15 January 2026. If you apply

8 gmis ’I ?E)eé ééou will receive your child's school offer on National Offer Day
ori .

Applications made after this date will be classified as late and not considered
until after 16 April 2026, by which time many schools will be full and you are
much less likely to be offered a place at your preferred school.

**You must apply to the local authority in which you reside when submitting
your application for a school place**

il 15 January 1 February 16 April 14 May
November

Closing date for Extended closing National offer day Deadline for
applications date for house submitting appeals
moves

Application opens

g Useful link-

https://wwwwarwickshire.gov.uk/homepage/421/applying-for-a-
primary-school-place



https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/applying-school-place-reception/deferringstartingschool
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/homepage/421/applying-for-a-primary-school-place
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/homepage/421/applying-for-a-primary-school-place
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/homepage/421/applying-for-a-primary-school-place

Secondary
Applications

The application process opens on 1 September 2025 and the deadline to
apply for a secondary school place is 31 October 2025. If ]é;ou applg by this
g%tzeé )gou will receive your child's school offer on National Offer Day (2 March

Applications made after this date will be classified as late and won’t be
processed until after 2 March 2026, by which time many schools will be ful
and you are much less likely to be offered a place at your preferred school

To make a late application please apply.online

There is an extended deadline of 31 December 2025 if your address changes
before then. So if you have moved house and are submitting an application
before 31 December 2025, please include relevant documentation of your
move with your email (tenancy agreement or completion letter from solicitor)
as we will then be able to class your application as on time.

1 31 October 31 2 March 27 March

September Closing date for December

National Offer Day Deadline for

applications submitting appeals
Application opens Extended closing date

for house moves

g Useful link- b

https:/wwwwarwickshire.gov.uk/homepage/422/applying-for-a-
secondary-school-place



https://admissions.warwickshire.gov.uk/Synergy/Enquiries/Citizen/citizen.aspx/admissions-signin
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/homepage/422/applying-for-a-secondary-school-place
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/homepage/422/applying-for-a-secondary-school-place
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/homepage/422/applying-for-a-secondary-school-place

avening 2029

TUESDAY 25™ NOVEMBER 2025 AND
THURSDAY 27" 2025

We’re really looking forward to welcoming parents into school for our
Parents’ Evenings this November. These meetings are a valuable
opportunity to celebrate your child’s progress, discuss their learning
journey, and strengthen the partnership between home and school.
Each appointment will last for 10 minutes to help us keep things
running smoothly. And if Mr Carroll pops by with a friendly time
warning, please don’t be offended—it’s simply to make sure everyone
gets their fair share of time and we stay on track!

BOOKING AN APPOINTMENT...

Appointment booking forms for Parents’ Evening will be issued in the
coming weeks to help you prepare in advance. Please make sure to
make a note of your chosen time once booked, as confirmation
emails are not always guaranteed. This will help ensure your
appointment runs smoothly on the day!
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#8 A Kind Reminder from Our School «

Halbo!
We'ra pupils frem St Edwards and we care about keeping everyone safe around our schoal

Wa noticed your wahicle may ba parked in a way that could make it hardes for childron 1o cross Mfoly or
for other cars to pass.

Please help us by:
= Mot parking on double yellow lines or zigzag markings

« Avoiding blocking driveways or paths
» Keoping clear of school entrances

Every small change helps keep us safe.

Thank you for helping make our school a safer place]|
From,
The children of 5t Edwards

We continue to experience issues with unsafe parking around the school,
particularly on the zigzag lines and double yellow areas. These spots are designed to
keep sightlines clear for children and families crossing the road. Unfortunately, a
near miss was reported by a concerned parent this week, highlighting the real risks
involved. We urge all members of our school community to park considerately and
legally—no one wants to see a preventable accident occur. Let’s work together to
keep everyone safe. Our Pupils will be out patrolling passing the above tickets to
those who are not ensuring our safety.

Safeguarding at St Edwards

We are committed to safeguarding all pupils. We take child protection and
safeguarding issues very seriously. All staff have undergone Safeguarding training
in September 2023 linked to Keeping Children Safe in Education 2025. Our DSL
team have all undertaken refresher training where applicable.

DSL Team

The DSL team for Safeguarding are Mr Carroll, Mrs Flanagan and Mrs Conway

Please come and speak to us if you have any concerns. ,
'!.



WHAT DOES THE )

@ZA@ER‘]‘E ‘ ——\ GOVERNING BODY nu:

é—ouafhmg Bodies play a vital supporting
and. strategic yole in the effective planning

@@W@@N@@ and. decision making of +he school.

They are responsible for different aspects

ZA E{IEE‘W of Hhe school such as Finances, Premises,
E @? S \ Statffing and cuniculum. /

WHO CAN BE A PARENT E'_"L"I-

GOVERNOR? € n ‘

Any person Wwho has regponsibility
for a child on yoll at+Hhe school.

-.' ‘Il '

( HOW MUCH TIME DOES IT mns?)

/r The full goveming body meets once a +erm. N\
Meetings take approXimately Hwo hours.

Govemors algo atrend a commitree meeting

ohce & ferm and at least one monitoring visit

\ duying the school day. j

(mnmmc. FORNEW GOVERNORS )
Nelw govemors receive md-UChun +raining explaining the Yole
and yesponsibilities of governors. There is a designated helpline,
welbsite, newsletter and Hraining courses Wwhich
keeps you informed. Your fellow govemors will also

su-ppoﬂ- you in our hel yole.

(' WHAT QUALIFICATIONS DO I NEED? )

Parent govemors do hot need formal qualifications and need not
be experts in the field of education. Whatthey do need is an interest
in +he school and in the welfare of our childven and the time

and willingness to get involved.

NOMINATION PHOCES{\

/ JOIN OUR GOVERNING BODY as a Parent Goveymor P]eﬁﬁe, comract .-E.. -
‘® ﬂ 5 o B |y the school for a nomination form
or scan the QR code to access
Hre form on Hae Wwebsite.




Other notices...

Breaking
News

Important
St. Edwards
Update

HEALTHY LUNCHBOXES

GERM PREVENTION

|
We kindly remind you to follow NHS and
Public Health England guidance if your
child contracts certain contagious
illnesses such as Norovirus, Chickenpox, o
Scarlet Fever.
Ensuring children recover properly before
returning to school helps protect the
health and wellbeing of all pupils and staf

NUTS/ALLERGIES

“ Healthy Lunchboxes Matter!

We encourage all families to pack
nutritious, balanced lunchboxes to help
children stay focused and energised
throughout the school day. Please include a
mix of fruits, vegetables, whole grains, and
protein — and try to limit sugary snacks and
drinks. Together, we can support healthy
habits that last a lifetime!

This is a polite reminder that children should be bringing in a
heathy snack for their morning break. Children should not be
bringing in chocolate, crisps or sweets for morning break - if
they have them in school, we will ask them to take them home.
As part of a balanced diet, children are allowed to bring in a
treat for their lunch.

We have recently had children bringing in Nutella bars or having
Nutella spread on sandwiches. For the safety of all children who
have allergies, there are no nut containing products allowed on
site.

UNIFORM REMINDERS INSET DAYS

INSET days for 2025/2026 are
below.
« INSET Dates Friday 24th
October 2025
« INSET Dates: Monday 5th

Please note the following uniform
reminders.
Stud earrings only, to be covered
or removed on PE day.
Trainers on PE days only.

Long hair to be please be tied up.
Winter uniform will be in effect
from our return from the
October half term.

January 2026, Monday 23rd
February 2026

« INSET Dates: Monday 13th April
2026 and Monday 20th July
2026




